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Medical history should be discipline for the mind and inculcate

into the student a habit whereby in later life he is able to

implement the advice of St. Paul to the Thessalonians, ¢ Prove

all things, hold fast to that which is good.”—From a review
of the first edilion in the British Journal of Surgery.,
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INTRODUCTION

It has proved most necessary to write an introduction, so
that from the very outset there can be no mistake concerning
the purpose of this little book. In previous editions this
purpose was stated clearly in the Preface, but it has become
only too evident that many readers (and nearly 20 per cent.
of reviewers) skip the Preface, commence reading at page 1
(Hippocrates), and as they continue to read, they become
disappointed not to find biographies of those who made the
fundamental discoveries upon which the science of the prac-
tice of medicine rests.

Although of necessity this work is historical, it is not a
history of medicine and surgery. It is just this:

In the wards and in the operating theatres, in the out-
patient department and in the lecture-theatre, in general
practice, among the nursing profession, and in the patho-
logical laboratory, in the dispensary or in the chemist’s shop,
in the factory and showroom of the medical and surgical
equipment house—indeed, in every contact of the medical and
allied professions, proper names are used. For instance,
Stensen’s duct, Pott’s fracture, Bell’s palsy, Graves’ disease,

Spencer Wells’ forceps, Koplik’s spots, Wassermann reaction, "

Glauber’s salts.

Surely every medical student and every student nurse on
hearing these names, which later become so familiar as to
become part of his or her vocabulary, must ask him or herself

such a question as “Who was Glauber, or is it a place’?, or ‘I

wonder why they call it Bell’s Palsy’?
It is to answer these questions that this book was written.
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PREFACE

In this edition of Notable Names in Medicine and Surgery
there are a number of new departures. In the first place, as
time goes on some names become employed less frequently,
while others are used more often. The reasons for this are
two-fold: (a) fashions in medicine and surgery change and
(b) advances in knowledge often bring with them other names.
So this is one reason why a number of biographies have been
changed. Another reason is that a few critics of former editions
considered, with justice, that too few medical, as opposed to
surgical, personalities were included. We have endeavoured
to remedy this, and provide a fair selection from every branch
of professional work,

~ Another innovation is the inclusion of footnotes which give
salient details of persons mentioned in the text, or explanatory
or interesting data to supplement the text.

So numerous have been the helpers to garner the data,
verify facts, and supply illustrations that a special List of
Acknowledgements has become necessary. To all those listed
we tender our sincere thanks. One doctor wrote from his sick-
bed in the Isle of Wight to say how much he had enjoyed
reading the book, and he sent a running commentary with
some excellent suggestions, some of which have been incor-

- porated. To our dismay his accompanying letter was misfiled,

and cannot be found; that is why his name has been omitted
from the list,

For some years now we have been collecting data for a
sister volume—DMore Notable Names in M. edicine and Surgery.
Good progress has been made with this during the past year.

Finally, it is a pleasure to record our thanks to Messrs.
H. K. Lewis and Co. Ltd., the Publishers, who have brought
out this edition in such a pleasing format. At the time of the
publication of the last edition they were handicapped by

war-time paper restrictions.
H. B.

W. J. B.
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